
PLANNING FOR CLIMATE CHANGE IN COASTAL REGIONS OF TANTRAMAR, NB: RISKS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

PROJECT GOALS
• Identify areas at risk of coastal flooding and erosion associated with climate change on the Bay of Fundy coastline of the Tantramar 
Planning District
• Develop planning recommendations for the Tantramar Planning District Commission to plan for climate change

METHOD
• Environmental inventroy and analysis - Inventory of physical geography and land use was used to analyze single and combined    
variables to determine areas of vulnerability
• Three case studies - the Town of Truro, the Municipality of the County of Kings, and the Netherlands - were used to examine best    
practice in similar regions
• Planning recommendations were developed based on the results of the inventory, analysis, and case studies

RESULTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
• Entire study area is at moderate to high risk for both coastal flooding and erosion
• Important infrastructure is at risk
• The Commission should use existing flood management policies for the town of Sackville to manage the entire district
• Floodplain alteration standards should be put into place to prevent deterioration of the floodplain
• Coastal buffers should be used to create restrictions on development to prevent damage to the built and natural environment
• The difference between urban and rural land use should be recognized in different policies for the two designations
• The Commission should support dyke maintenance to protect important infrastructure
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STUDY AREA 
• Low-lying, marshy terrain
•   Soft erodible bedrock overlain by 
unconsolidated till and erodible soils
• Important infrastructure protected
 by dykes, including the Trans-Canada 
Highway and the CN Rail line to Nova
Scotia, as well as important institutions 
such as Mount Allison University, Dorchester 
Penitentiary, the Fort Beausejour Historic Site,
and the CBC International Broadcasting towers
• Large tracts of rural farmland and woodlots, 
two small municipalities (Town of Sackville and 
Village of Dorchester)
• Large unincorporated area; planning 
commission preparing to write a rural plan
• Existing municipal and provincial policy base 
addresses coastal planning issues and flooding 
to some degree


