Community Adaptation to Climate Change in BC

by: lan Picketts

picketts@unbc.ca

To work with the City of Prince George to develop a climate change adaptation

Project Goal:

strategy that can be incorporated into long term community plans.

Methods:

Partner with the Pacific Climate Impacts Consortium (PCIC) to provide climate
projections that can be used to assess the potential changes to Prince George.

Organize a workshop at the 2008 Planning Institute of BC (PIBC) conference on
community adaptation to climate change, with a focus on the case study municipality of

Prince George. | will use the feedback and results of the workshop to develop the strategy.

Prince George is already encountering problems
that are partially attributable to climate change
such as flooding & increased forest fire risk.
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The Changing Climate in BC and Prince George:

Over the last 100 years, precipitation has been increasing throughout BC (Figure 3). In 2050, mean annual precipitation in Prince George is expected to
increase by 15 to 20 % over current levels (Figure 5). More precipitation will fall as rain than snow. There will also be more extreme precipitation events.*

Over the past 100 years, temperatures have been rising in BC (Figure 4). In 2050, the mean annual temperature in Prince George is predicted to be 2.0 to
2.5 warmer then current levels (Figure 6). Winter temperatures will increase more than summer temperatures. Minimum temperatures will also rise more than

maximum temperatures; thus making Prince George ‘less cold’ rather then warmer. 4
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Figure 4 : Change in
mean temperature in
BC from 1900 to 2004,
expressed in T per

decade 2

Figure 5 : Projected % change in

precipitation in central BC: 2050 3

Figure 6 : Projected € change in
temperature in central BC: 20503

Planning for Climate Change Workshop Structure:

Workshop
Opening
Session:

- Overview of
workshop

- Background on
climate change

- Def'nof
adaptation and
mitigation

- Introduction of
case study
community of
Prince George
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Workshop
Plenary
Session:

- Presentation of
focus group results
- Discussion of
integrating

adaptationinto BC
community plans
- Workshop
conclusions

- Openadaptation
discussion

After the opening session, the workshop will split into ‘Technical’, ‘Implementation’, and ‘Communication’ conceptual
groups. Technical participants will immediately break into the focus groups to discuss planning solutions to specific
changes and modeling requirements. The Implementation and Communication participants will have separate sessions to
discuss key ideas, and will then split up and join the focus groups. These groups will craft integrated solutions to help
Prince George adapt to climate changes, and will present conclusions to the entire conference in the plenary session.

Outcomes: The results of the
workshop and modeling exercise
will be used as | work with the
City of Prince George on a
Climate change adaptation
strategy. The City plans to
incorporate this strategy into the
upcoming revision of its OCP.
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