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ΧǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ 
security, agriculture 

ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΧ 

ƛΦŜΦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŀŎǳǳƳΧ

Are you up for a quiz?

мл ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΧ



Question1: The number of census 
farms DECREASED inCanada between 

2001 and 2006.

True or False...



True: between 2001 and 2006

Åthe number of census farms inCanada 
dropped by 7.1% from 247,000 to
229,000 



Question 2: The Canadian farm 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ рΦо ҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 

total Population

True or False...



CŀƭǎŜΧ
the proportion of farmers in the 

country has been dropping steadily.  It 
is now just slightly over 2% of the total 

population



Question 3: The Average Age of Farm 
hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ƛǎΧ

a) 52.0

b) 61.3

c) 48.2

d) 41.7



a) 52.0 (an increase from 48.4 in 1996)



Question 4: The largest farms (grossing 
more than $250,000) comprise 17% of all 
farms in Canada. What percentage of farm 

sales do they generate?

a) 38%

b) 52%

c) 75%



c) 75%

Approximately 2% of the population is classified 
as farm and approximately 17% of this 
population is engaged in producing 75% of 
ŦŀǊƳ ǎŀƭŜǎ όŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ Φо҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 
population provides 75% of farm products)



Question5:
²ŀȅƴŜΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ [ŜǎΣ ǎƻƭŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǊƴ 

crop in 1973-74 for $4.00/bushel?

True or False...



¢ǊǳŜΧ 



Question 6:
In Ontario (Sept. 27) the price of corn 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмл ŎǊƻǇ ǿŀǎ пΦом ŀ ōǳǎƘŜƭΧ



¢ǊǳŜΧ  
at 4.31 most farmers would 

consider this to be a very good 
ǇǊƛŎŜΧ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ 

marginally more than what was 
ǇŀƛŘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ол ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΧΦ 



Question 7: Milk, poultry and egg 
production in Canada is almost 

exclusively for the domestic market?

True or False...



True

Milk, poultry and egg production is supply 
managed.  Production is geared to the Canadian 
market and prices are set in Canada. Beef and 
hog production competes on international 
markets and are subject to higher levels of 
market volatility.  



Question 8: The number of irrigation wells in West 
Texas alone exploded from 1,166 in 1937 to more 

than 11,000 by 1971

True or False...



FalseΧ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ І ǿŀǎ ссΣллл

ÅMuch production from the American 
southwest is dependent on irrigation from 
aquifers.  It is reported that Groundwater 
levels in Garden City Kansasdropped 150 feet 
or more, forcing many farmers to abandon 
their ǿŜƭƭǎΧΦ



True or False...

Question 9:  Every year the planet 
loses an area the size of Scotland to 
ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǳǊōŀƴ ǎǇǊŀǿƭΧ



True, and at the same time the 
worlds population increases by 

more than 70 million people (74.6 
million in 2009) 



Question 10: In 2080 is Canada likely 
to see an increase or decrease in 
agricultural productivity due to 

climate change?

Increase or Decrease ?



!ƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΣ ōǳǘΧ

-50%                      -15%       0         +15%       +35%



How did you score?



Your Views on Climate Change

ÅDoes anybody doubt climate change?

ÅDoes anyone know people that doubt 
climate change?

ÅAny specific agricultural issues in your 
community that you attribute to climate 
change?



Projected Changes in Agricultural Productivity- 2080 due to Climate Change

-50%                      -15%       0         +15%       +35%



Source: GoC, Climate Change Impacts 
and Adaptation: A Canadian Perspective, 2004



Impacts in Your Region:
Agriculture?



Your Views on 
άLƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ tǊƛŎŜǎέ

Å!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άtŜŀƪ hƛƭέΚ 

Å{ƻƳŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΧ



Which of these lines do you think represents 
Global Oil Consumption (1950-2004)



Which of these lines do you think represents 
Global Annual Oil Discoveries(1930-2005)?



Your Views on Increasing Oil Prices 
(Peak Oil)

ÅDoes anybody doubtpeak oil?

ÅDoes anyone know people that doubt
peak oil?



Climate Change, Peak Oil 
ά! tŜǊŦŜŎǘ {ǘƻǊƳΧΦέ

Think of the Implications for Agriculture 
όǊǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅύ ΧΦ



Agricultural 
Uncertainty

Past                    Present                   Future  

Climate Change

Water Use

Peak Oil



Climate 
Change and 
Peak oil will 
have multiple 
impacts on 
agriculture and 
rural 
communities



Growing Importance of Local Food as a Strategy



{ƻΧ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƻƻŘ ƳŜŀƴ
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